New HTML Features in Microsoft Internet Explorer





FONT Tag Enhancements


Now WWW content authors have more control than ever over how their documents are viewed on the web.  Type face, and color can now be specified using two new attributes for the <FONT> tag – FACE, and COLOR.


COLOR = #rrggbb or COLOR = color


The color attribute sets the color which text will appear in on the screen.  Rrggbb is a hexidecimal color denoting a RGB color value.  Alternately, the color can be set to one of 16 predefined colors - Black, Olive, Teal, Red, Blue, Maroon, Navy, Gray, Lime, Fuchsia, White, Green, Purple, Silver, Yellow or Aqua.  These color names can be used for the BGCOLOR, TEXT, LINK, and VLINK attributes of the <BODY> tag as well.


Example: 


<FONT COLOR=#ff0000>This text is red.</FONT>


or


<FONT COLOR=Red>This text is also red. </FONT>


FACE=name [,name] [,name]


The FACE attribute sets the typeface that will be used to display the text on the screen.  The type face displayed must already be installed on the users computer.  Substitute type faces can be specified in case the chosen type face is not installed on the customers computer.  If no match is found, the text will be displayed in the default type.


Example:


<FONT FACE=”Arial”,”Lucida Sans”>  This text will be displayed in either Arial, Lucida Sans, or Times Roman, depending on which fonts you have installed on your system. </FONT>





Client-Side Image Maps


Image maps, the clickable pictures you see on most WWW sites today, allow the content author to create hot spots on an image and link them to other pages on the WWW.  Most browsers implement conventional image maps, which are processed as follows:


When the user clicks on the map, the browser sends a request to the server, requesting information for the co-ordinates and destination file for the hot-spot selected.


The server then sends back the information requested.


The browser then sends the server it’s request to follow the hyperlink to a new document.





With client side image maps, all of the map information is contained within the HTML file.  Internet explorer processes the image map directly, rather than sending processing requests to the server.  This has a number of advantages:


Performance - server requests are eliminated.  This reduces the number of hits on the server, as well as increasing the speed with which links are resolved by the client.


Usability - because the browser processes the map directly, all links can be shown as the users cursor passes over the map.


Image maps can be created and tested locally, without requiring a server.


Image maps can be accessed using protocols other than HTTP, or no protocol at all.  Corporations can create content and distribute it on internal nets without requiring HTTP servers.


Image maps can be created in a standard fashion, regardless of the server being used.





More information on image maps is available in a paper entitled An HTML Extension to Support Client-Side Image Maps, by James L. Seidman of Spyglass Inc. http://www.spyglass.com/six/developers_tech_doc4.html





