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Microsoft® Windows® 95

More Power, More Freedom, More Fun





With the Microsoft Windows 95 operating system, you can unlock the potential of your computer. So you can work even easier and faster. Explore exciting new possibilities. And make it all more fun.



�

For years, millions of people worldwide have relied on MS-DOS®, Windows, and Windows® for Workgroups operating systems to help them work better and accomplish more. Now and for years to come, people will go even farther with the next-generation successor to these systems—Microsoft Windows 95. For computer users everywhere, it’s a giant leap forward.

 With the Windows 95 operating system, the things you do now are easier and faster. The things you’ve always wanted to try, from electronic mail to Internet connections, are now possible. And �Windows 95 makes computers more friendly and accessible, so whatever you do, you enjoy it more.

The first thing you’ll notice is a redesigned graphical interface that’s not only dramatically simpler to use, but more efficient and more customizable as well. Plus, configuring Plug and Play–compatible modems, CD-ROM drives, and other peripherals isn’t just easy, it’s automatic with new Plug and Play technology in Windows 95.

You also gain easy access to a whole new world of possibilities. Windows 95 offers enhanced �multimedia, more powerful features for laptop users, integrated and seamless networking, and support for traveling the “infobahn.”

And because Microsoft Windows 95 is made to run the new generation of 32-bit programs, you can take advantage of powerful new features such as preemptive multitasking and multithreading that let you perform several actions at the same time. Windows 95 also runs your current MS-DOS–based  and Windows-based programs in a more stable environment.

Did we mention fun? Windows 95 offers larger, smoother video and enhanced support for fast action games. And every day, an easier, more efficient way of working takes the frustration out of computing. And puts back the satisfaction.

All of which makes Microsoft Windows 95 one of the biggest improvements ever to come to PCs in general—and to your PC in particular.

�Microsoft Windows 95. More power, more freedom, more fun.

Easier and faster.

•	The Start button is always visible. Click it anytime to use the full power of Windows 95 for opening programs, file management, system maintenance, and far more.
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•	The taskbar makes switching between multiple programs simple. Each time you start a program, a button for it is placed on the taskbar. When you want to use any program, just click its button.

•	Plug and Play can free you from manually setting up hardware devices. Windows 95 detects and configures Plug and Play–compatible devices automatically.

•	Long filenames make it easy to find what you’re looking for. Names can be up to 250 characters.

•	Windows 95 works with the hardware and software you already have, so you can get the most from your current applications for the MS-DOS and Windows operating systems.

•	Increase your productivity with faster disk and file access and faster printing.

•	Windows 95 virtually installs itself—you select a few on-screen options and the rest is automatic.

• 	Customize and use resources efficiently. Just click the right mouse button anywhere, and a menu �appears with the most common commands to use with the object at hand.

•	Even network installation is simplified with built-in client support for NetWare®, Windows NTTM Server network operating system, and Windows for Workgroups. Windows 95 also supports all major network transport driver standards.

•	Windows Explorer makes your system remarkably easy to navigate by giving you a graphical view of everything on your computer. And that makes information easy to find.

An open door to doing more.

•	Accomplish several tasks at once. Running 32-bit programs, Windows 95 offers preemptive multitasking and multithreading and runs programs in their own memory space.

•	With built-in Microsoft Exchange Inbox, you can send and receive e-mail and faxes via one universal inbox.

•	Sign on to The Microsoft Network,* the exciting new online service that gives you Internet access, �e-mail, the latest news, reference information, and more.
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•	Easily connect to your organization’s network from anywhere. Built-in Dial-Up Networking takes the complexity out of remote computing, so you can connect one simple way, no matter where you are.

•	Make your laptop computer even more convenient. Windows 95 equips it with a wealth of helpful �features, including Briefcase for automatically updating files between two PCs, Plug and Play support for PC cards (PCMCIA) and docking stations, and Battery Meter.

Instead of working at it, you can enjoy it.

•	Windows 95 takes the frustration out of computing with its improved interface, wizards to assist with common tasks, and a more powerful Help system.

•	Faster, smoother video makes Microsoft Windows 95 awesome for multimedia programs and games.

•	Multimedia titles of all kinds are easy to use with AutoPlay. Just pop in an AutoPlay CD and it runs automatically.



Performance Features

For working easier and faster

•	Start button

• 	Taskbar

•	Great support for existing MS-DOS– and Windows-based applications

• 	Plug and Play 

• 	Long filenames

•	Better MS-DOS support without MS-DOS

•	Faster file and disk access; faster printing

•	Easy installation

•	Right click for pop-up command menus

• 	Out-of-the-box compatibility with NetWare and all major networks

•	Supports all major network transport driver standards

• 	Windows Explorer enhanced file management tool

For more possibilities

•	32-bit preemptive multitasking and multithreading

• 	Microsoft Exchange Inbox

• 	The Microsoft Network

• 	Dial-Up Networking

• 	More convenient laptop computing 

For more fun

• 	Faster, smoother video	

•	AutoPlay

•	Enhanced support for fast action games

Accessibility Features

For more use by more of us

• 	Customizable fonts, sizes, colors, and mouse pointers for people with low vision

• 	StickyKeys, MouseKeys, FilterKeys, and SerialKeys for people with limited dexterity 

• 	ShowSounds and SoundSentry for people who are deaf or hard of hearing

• 	Accessibility features easily adjusted through the Control Panel and taskbar

• 	User profiles and time-outs make these features safe and convenient for public and multi-use machines

Specifications

To upgrade to Microsoft Windows 95, you need:

•	Personal computer with a 386DX or higher processor running the MS-DOS operating system version 3.31 or later and Microsoft Windows version 3.0 or later or OS/2® version 2.0 or later

•	4 MB of memory (8 MB recommended)

•	Typical available hard disk space required: 35–40 MB (actual requirements will vary based on features you choose to install)

•	One 3.5" high-density disk drive or CD-ROM drive

•	VGA or higher-resolution graphics card

�Options:

•	Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device

•	Modem/fax modem

•	Audio card/speakers for sound

To access Microsoft Exchange Inbox and The Microsoft Network:

•	8 MB of memory

•	20 MB of additional hard disk space

•	Modem required for The Microsoft Network*

Note:

•	System requirements for Windows 95–based programs may exceed system requirements described above for Windows 95.

•	To get the full benefits of preemptive multitasking requires exclusive use of 32-bit, Windows-based programs such as those products bearing the Designed for Windows 95 logo.

90-day, no-charge support.

•	In the United States and Canada, count on 90-day, no-charge support (toll charges apply) for all issues other than networking.**

•	Outside the United States and Canada, contact Product Support Services at the Microsoft subsidiary office that serves your area.



The easiest Windows yet. The improved interface of Windows 95 plus its 32-bit architecture make working with the system simpler and faster.
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Windows 95 is the foundation for a new gen-eration of more powerful 32-bit software and Plug and Play hardware. Look for the Designed for Windows 95 logo.
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Easy mobile computing. Wherever you are, Dial-Up Networking makes it simple to connect your laptop or other PCs to remote networks or online services.
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Faster graphics and enhanced sound support help you get all the fun and excitement from multimedia programs, including today’s hottest games.

�





*The software to access The Microsoft Network is a feature of Windows 95. Access to and use of The Microsoft Network requires payment of a separate fee.

**Networking issues are defined as setup, installation or usage of Windows 95 in a networked environment. This includes LAN- or server-based setup, network administration, dialing into a computer, connecting to the Internet via a service provider, using MSN, and using e-mail or fax from within Windows 95.

Support services vary outside the United States and Canada. For information on support in other locations, contact your local Microsoft subsidiary. Microsoft’s support services are subject to Microsoft’s then-current prices, terms, and conditions, and are subject to change without notice.

© 1995 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

This data sheet is for informational purposes only. Microsoft makes no warranties, express or implied, in this summary. Microsoft, Bookshelf, Encarta, �MS-DOS, Windows, Windows NT, and the Windows logo are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. Pentium is a trademark of Intel Corporation. OS/2 is a registered trademark of International Business Machines Corporation. NetWare is a registered trademark of Novell, Inc.
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