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Sept. 28XX, 1995





Microsoft Ships Beta Release of Internet Explorer Version 2.0��New Features Provide More Powerful Web Support,�Secure Transactions, Multimedia, 3-D Capabilities





	REDMOND, Wash. — Sept. 28XX, 1995 — Microsoft Corp. today announced it is releasingshipping beta copies of the Microsoft®Microsoft® Internet Explorer version 2.0, the newest version of its Internet browser for the Microsoft Windows®® 95 operating system.  Internet Explorer 2.0 enhancsesxpands on the World Wide Web support already provided in version 1.0, and adds entirely new functionality such as support for secure transactions, tables, multimedia and 3-D graphics.


	“Microsoft Internet Explorer is designed specifically for Windows 95 and offers users an easy way to get on the Internet,” said Brad Chase, general manager in the personal systems division at Microsoft.  “The beta release of Internet Explorer 2.0 is compatible with major Internet standards and adds some state-of-the-art innovations.”


	“QUOTE FROM STARWAVE RE: GREAT BROWSER TO CREATE”





“The Internet revolution – particularly on the World Wide Web – is continuing at a remarkable pace, with more sights, sounds, video and animation opportunities than ever before;  and that means our customers expect more from their web browsers than ever before,” said Brad Silverberg, senior vice president of the personal systems division at Microsoft.  “Internet Explorer 2.0, now in beta, is a truly state-of-the-artart [CAN WE REALLY SUPPORT THIS??] product that will improve everyone’s experience on the information highway.”


[BETA USER QUOTE HERE, IF AVAILABLE]


The beta version of Internet Explorer 2.0 will be freely downloadable from the Internet by browsing the web page http://www.windows.microsoft.com/windows/ie/ie.html.  Separately Microsoft’s ClubWin members will also be testing Internet Explorer 2.0. 


Internet Explorer 1.0, the first release of Microsoft’s Internet Browser, has shipped over 500,000 copies since it was released on August 24.  Internet Explorer 1.0 users will be able to automatically update to the version 2.0 beta by simply going to the Microsoft web site.[STATEMENT ABOUT SIZE, COMPOSITION OF BETA TEST;  STATEMENT ABOUT MOMENTUM FOR VERSION 1.0, IF POSSIBLE.]


	�
To provide superior integration with today’s Wweb pages, Internet Explorer 2.0 includes support for HyperText Markup Language (HTML) 3.0 tables;, access to Internet standardized newsgroups, reading which allowings users to convers with post to people worldwide;, a toolbar button for instant access to the world’s most powerful Wweb search engines;, and the ability to play run animations using “client- pull” technology.  The addition of sthe viewing of framed pages used to create animations. pecial Internet tokens – , called “cookies,”  – enables Wweb surfers to shop at their favorite Internet outlets. 


	Internet Explorer 2.0 also provides users with a secure environment.  Complete support for Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) and RSA encryption allows integration with secure sites.  .  Special Internet tokens – called “cookies” – enable web surfers to shop at their favorite Internet outlets.  In addition, Internet Explorer 2.0 will support Authenticated Secure Communication (ASC) Private Communication Technology (PCT), which is an more efficient and secure upgrade to the SSL protocol.   Internet Explorer will also supportsuppport Secure Transaction Technology (STT), an electronic payment technology jointly developed by Microsoft and Visa International, as soon as it is available.





New Capabilities Supports Leading-Edge Multimedia, 3-D Animation 


	Web pages are becoming more sophisticated, and Internet Explorer 2.0 provides new features and HTML extensions to take full advantage of their capabilities.  It supports inline AVIs for embedded videos, scrolling banners, background audio and context- sensitive menus.  


	“Internet Explorer’s new multimedia features bring Starwave’s services, including Mr. Showbiz and ESPNET SportsZone, much closer to the media-rich goals of their designers,” said Patrick Naughton, vice president of technology at Starwave Corp.  “Our designers are thrilled to finally be able to create true multimedia online, and control typefaces and column background colors.  These pragmatic additions to the stagnant HNTML format are just what we need.”


	Internet ExplorerIt  will alsoalso supports inline Virtual Reality Markup Language (VRML)s for fast viewing of 3-D objects and animations.  Microsoft plans towill deliver VRML technology for Internet Explorer and Windows 95 bBased on the high-speed Rendermorphics 3-D graphicsality Lab Eengine by the end of 1995.,  Tthe Internet Explorer’s 3-D support in theInternet Explorer is the first step toward bringing truly interactive 3-D games to the Internet.  In addition, progressive rendering, read-ahead mode, a multi-threaded user interface, and support for HyperText Transport Protocol (HTTP) “Keep-Alive” make Internet Explorer the most responsive browser available.It also supports “Keep-Alive” technology that downloads multiple items over the same HTTP connection for faster downloading.





Easiest Internet Access, Designed Specifically for Windows 95


	The new version of Internet Explorer builds on the advances introduced in version 1.0, which debuted last month along with the introduction of Windows 95.  Internet Explorer 1.0 is designed specifically to take full advantage of the advancements in Windows 95 and to offer customers easy Internet access and high performance.  


	


�
	Internet Explorer mirrors the easy-to-use Windows 95 easy-to-use interface, supports Windows® Shortcuts to the Internet, includes an Internet tutorial and comprehensive search engine, supports full drag and drop of text and graphics, shields users from Internet jargon (such as “protocols” and “data types”), and works well with other Windows 95-based applications.  


High Performance, Richer  Look and FeelUser Interface


	In addition to its ease of use, the Internet Explorer provides fast and full access to the World Wide Web based on its support for all popular Internet standards.  It supports all industry-standard HTML tagshypertext markup language tags, so users can read the broad range of Internet content.  It supports proxy servers, making it compatible with corporate security mechanisms for Internet access.  Proxy servers to allow protected access to the Internet through corporate “fire walls” making it compatible with corporate security mechanisms for Internet access.”  Internet Explorer 2.0 also And it preserves the original look of Web-page text and graphics, enabling end users to view content as authors designed it to look.


	The Internet Explorer is also the first Internet browser to ship with the RealAudio Player, allowing users equipped with conventional multimedia PCs and voice-grade telephone lines to browse, select and play back audio or audio-based multimedia content in real time.


	The beta version of Internet Explorer 2.0 will be freely downloadable from the Internet will be available to download later this week from the Internet at no charge (other than the cost, if applicable, of online time while downloading) by browsing the Internet Wweb home page at http://www.windows.microsoft.com/windows/ie/ie.html.  In addition, Microsoft’s ClubWin members will also be testing Internet Explorer 2.0..


	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.
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Microsoft and Windows, are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.
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