Chinese Government, Microsoft Sign Agreement on Windows® 95 Windows® 95 Selected as Software Development Standard for China 


	BEIJING — Sept. 20, 1995 —  The Chinese State Bureau of Technology Supervision (CSBTS) and the Chinese Ministry of Electronics Industry (MEI) announced today that they have signed an agreement with Microsoft Corp. to standardize the Chinese version of the Microsoft® Windows® 95 operating system as the software development standard for China.  The agreement is aimed at speeding the development of the Chinese version of Windows 95 by expanding the scope of cooperation and strengthening the foundation of software development in China.


MEI and Microsoft reached the agreement according to the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding on the Chinese version of Windows 95 which was signed by the two parties on December 8th, 1994 in Beijing.  Today’s agreement states that CSBTS and the Chinese System Platform Standardization Technical Committee (CPTC), under MEI’s assigned Committee on Information Technology Standards (CITS), are to formulate software development procedures in accordance with China’s industrial standard for Windows 95.


“Microsoft respects the Chinese government’s policy on standardization and the technology transfer method agreed upon mutually by Microsoft, CSBTS, and MEI,”  said  Jia-Bin Duh, general manager of Microsoft China, at the signing ceremony this morning. 
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“We look forward to working closely with the Chinese government in helping to formulate national specifications  for software development and applications,”  said Charles Stevens, vice president of Microsoft’s Far East Region.   “Microsoft will provide all the information, software tools, and technical support necessary for the process.” 


According to the contract, MEI and CSBTS agree to endorse Windows 95 as a preferred product and recommend it to computer users.  As part of the software development process, CSBTS will propose the scope and standards of software evaluation. 


Also in line with the agreement, the character set of the Chinese version of  Windows 95 is to include all characters in the GB2312 and all Chinese characters in the GB13000.  The Chinese version of Windows 95 will follow the Standard Chinese fonts and Input Method as recommended by the CITS. The committee will transfer the technology to Microsoft at reasonable terms and conditions as determined by the Chinese government.


“To speed up the joint development of the Chinese version of Windows 95, the Chinese government recommended the True Type® Chinese fonts and input method as well as the GB2312 expansion plan,”  explained Yao Shiquan, deputy director of CSBTS.  “The expansion plan will be the basis for all relevant Chinese information technology standards.  This will promote the formalization and standardization of Chinese information technology.”
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“In jointly developing the Chinese version of Windows 95, we must not only make full use of Chinese talent in China’s information processing technology, but also leverage Microsoft’s expertise’s in software development technology.” remarked Weizhi Qu, deputy minister of MEI.  “We are dedicated to providing excellent software products in compliance with the Chinese standard and to serving the needs of computer users in China.” 


“I believe that through our joint efforts the Chinese version of Windows 95 will succeed,” commented Tianxing Yang, directory of MEI’s Computer Information and Advancement Department.


Top executives from prominent local and foreign computer companies, including the Great Wall Computer Group and Stone Computer Group, were also in attendance at the signing ceremony. These companies  in China have been greatly supportive of the standardization of the Chinese version of Windows 95.


The English version of Windows 95, the upgrade to the Windows® operating system, was released on worldwide on Aug. 24th and is estimated to have reached sales of more than 1 million units in just four days of availability in North America.  The Chinese of Windows 95 is expected to be available in China by the end of the year.
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Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers. The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take full advantage of the power of personal computing.  


# # #





Microsoft and Windows are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and other countries.


TrueType is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc.
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