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“Microsoft Announces Presents:  “The StartSTART MITV Microsoft Interactive Television of Something New”
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		DallasREDMOND, TexasWashington. —May  Aug.gust 2118, 1995 — Microsoft Corporation. today announced the Microsoft Interactive Television Content Media Partners program, the [next building block]  phase in Microsoft’s strategy for worldwide development and deployment of for worldwide development and delivering  of Microsoft Interactive Television (MITV),  the company’s software architecture for interactive broadband networks. MITV ContentMedia  Partners program is a collaborative program that provides select independent content providers (ICPs) with direct, hands-on experience in the development and creation of interactive content and services for broadband networks, based on MITV technology.

	MITV Content Partners program is designed to enable enables leading content providers to work directly with Microsoft’s creative and technical experts to develop interactive content, applications and services that take full advantage of the capabilities of MITV software technology. Resulting applications and will be made available for early deployment to to network operators to who may choose  from in offering to from in offer these ing interacative services to their  consumerscustomers. from in their trials and commercial deployments.

	Initial MITV program participants were identifiedselected from among leading content suppliers across a representative variety of interactive genres, including games, entertainment, news and information services, home shopping, advertising, public access and education. They include: [we will refine list; final list needs to be alphabetical]Time Warner Interactivee:, CUC International,  the Discovery Channel, Foote Cone & Belding, ESPN/Starwave, Home Shopping Network, Interactive Network/King World International, Interfilm Corp., Lightspan Entertainment, Medio Multimedia,  Lightspan Entertainment, CUC International, the Pacific Gas & Electric, Time Warner Interactive, Tribune Media and the United States Postal Service,. Foote Cone & Belding, Pacific Gas & Electric, Interfilm Corp., and Tribune Media.  

	“Microsoft believes the challenge of building interactive broadband networks requires more than just the superior software solution technology offered by MITV.  It calls for the cooperation of a wide variety of businesses and technologies working together to ensure that the promise of this emerging industry is fulfilled,” said Laura Jennings, senior director of  business development for Microsoft’s Advanced Consumer Technology group. “The range of programming and services that can be offered by a network will be crucial into determining how well an IBN the system will attract and retain subscribers. The MITV ContentMedia  Partners program addresses thisthat critical need and is a key building block in our development and deployment strategy for MITV, along with the Insight program, our development-stage network-operator program, and the MITV field tests.”

	[This paragraph is very shaky (for product reasons), and not entirely accurate, should we just pull it? ]Representatives from participating Participating ICPs are already working closely with Microsoft,   

utilizing a pre-release version of the Microsoft Interactive Developers Kit, Microsoft SoftImage 2D and 3D animation and compositing products, and a broad range of third-party tools to create prototype content for MITV-driven systems. In addition, Microsoft is providing training and developer support services for participants, and will integrate IBNMITV  application development support into existing development tools such as the Visual C++ development system and Visual Basic programming systems.

	“MITV represents a powerful platform for interactive content development and a wonderful opportunity for us both on the PC side and on the TV,” said XXXXX XXXXXX Mike Lajoie, executive vice president of Time Warner Interactive Discovery Channel. “It will take a unique combination of high-quality content and state-of-the-art software technology such as MITV to create truly great programming for interactive television, and we’re excitedthilled to be working with Microsoft at this early stage in doing so.”

	“  We believe that MITV supports the widest range of IBN services, and the extensive choice of tools it offers will enable us to create a rich and truly unique interactive service in the tradition our viewers have come to expect,.” said XXXX of Discovery Communications.

	Implementing a phased roll-out approach, the MITV ContentMedia  Partners program will be widened to include aboutclose to approximately 100 potential ICPs by the end of the1995 year.  Selected participants in the second stage of the program will be invited by Microsoft to receive extensive training on the creation of interactive content for MITV through participation in developers workshops and seminars, distribution of technical documentation, and access to pre release tools and software.

	“The quality of development and technical support that Microsoft is able to provide to independent developers has been a hallmark of Microsoft’s in the past, and their support and commitment to our interactive content development really sets them apart,” said XXXX of Home Shopping Network Interactive.

	As an open system, MITV will eventually support an unlimited number of developers and content providers, each creating unique interactive content, applications and services that will take full advantage of  the potential of IBN and ensure that the widest possible choices are available to network operators deploying the MITV system, and their customers. takes its new Windows® 95 operating system, Windows 95, to the airwaves with “Microsoft Presents:  The StartSTART of Something New,” a half-hour syndicated television special set cheduled to premiere in local markets on Sunday, August. 27, and Monday, August. 28.  Hosted by Emmy-nominated actor Anthony Edwards (from NBC’s “(TV’s “E.R.”) and featuring Microsoft Cchairman and CEO Bill Gates, the show will introduce millions of Americans to the power and possibilities of computers.

	With Gates and Edwards will server as guides , inhighlights of the 30-minute broadcast special, which  will include a visit to a remote Appalachian classroom connected to the rest of the world only by computers;, a backstage look at the intricacies of choreographing the magic of “Cirque du Soleil,” made simpler by the powers of Windows 95;, and a look at a cutting- edge rock band that combines music, video, art and graphics into a complete multimedia experiencea stop at an ultra-hip, college-town “cyber cafe” in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

	“Microsoft Presents:  The StartTART of Something New” is produced by Universal StudiosHollywood-based Zaloom-Mayfield Productions, whose previous credits include the top-rated syndicated television specials “The Making of Jurassic Park” and “Cheers:  Last Call,” as well as the theatrical motion pictures “Hearts of DarknessMiracle on 34th Street” and “Encino Man.”

�	National sponsors for the special include Kodak, Coca-Cola Co., Compaq Computer Corp.s, �Comp USA, Eastman Kodak Co., and USAir and Comp USA, among others.

	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.

#########

Microsoft and Windows are either is a registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. in the United States and/or other countries.
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Broadcast Markets



Market�Station�Ch�Affiliate�Time��Sunday, August 27������New York�WNBC�4�NBC�3:30P��Los Angeles�KNBC�4�NBC�12:30P��Chicago�WMAQ�4�NBC�2:30P��Washington, D.C.�WRC�4�NBC�3:30P��Miami�WTVJ�4�NBC�3:30P��Denver�KCNC�4�NBC�1:30P��Monday, August 28������New York�WNBC�4�NBC�7:00P��Los Angeles�KABC�7�ABC�7:00P��Chicago�WLS�7�ABC�6:30P��Philadelphia�WCAU�10�CBS�7:30P��San Francisco�KGO�7�ABC�7:00P��Boston�WCVB�5�ABC�7:00P��Dallas�WFAA�8�ABC�6:30P��Detroit�WDIV�4�NBC�7:00P��Atlanta, GA�WAGA�5�FOX�7:30P��Houston�KHOU�11�CBS�7:30P��Seattle�KOMO�4�ABC�7:30P��Cleveland�WOIO�19�CBS�7:30P��Minneapolis�WCCO�4�CBS�6:30P��Tampa�WTSP�10�CBS�7:30P��Miami�WCIX�6�CBS�7:30P��Pittsburgh�WPXI�11�NBC�8:00P��Denver�KDVR�31�FOX�9:30P��Phoenix�KPHO�5�CBS�6:30P��St. Louis�KMOV�4�CBS�7:30P��Sacramento�KOVR�13�CBS�7:30P��Orlando�WCPX�6�CBS�7:00P��Baltimore�WJZ�13�CBS�7:30P��Indianapolis�WTHR�13�NBC�7:00P��Portland, OR�KOIN�6�CBS�7:00P��Hartford�WFSB�3�CBS�7:30P��San Diego�XETV�6�FOX�7:30P��Charlotte�WSOC�9�ABC�8:00P��Milwaukee�WITI�6�FOX�6:30P��Cincinnati�WKRC�12�ABC�7:00P��Kansas City�WDAF�4�FOX�6:30P��Raleigh-Durham�WLFL�22�FOX�7:30P���

Market�Station�Ch�Affiliate�Time��Nashville�WSMV�4�NBC�7:00P��Columbus, OH�WCMH�4�NBC�8:00P��Greenville�WYFF�4�NBC�8:00P��Buffalo�WKBW�7�ABC�8:00P��Salt Lake City�KSL�5�CBS�7:30P��Grand Rapids�WXMI�17�FOX�7:00P��San Antonio�KMOL�4�NBC�7:00P��Norfolk�WTKR�3�CBS�7:00P��New Orleans�WNOL�38�FOX�6:30P��Memphis�WREG�3�CBS�6:30P��Oklahoma City�KWTV�9�CBS�7:30P��Harrisburg�WHTM�27�ABC�7:30P��W Palm Beach�WPBF�25�ABC�7:30P��Providence�WPRI�12�ABC�8:00P��Wilkes Barre�WOLF�38�FOX�10:30P��Greensboro�WGHP�8�ABC�8:00P��Albuquerque�KRQE�13�CBS�7:30P��Louisville�WHAS�11�ABC�8:00P��Albany, NY�WRGB�6�CBS�7:30P��Dayton�WKEF�22�NBC�7:00P��Richmond�WRIC�8�ABC�7:30P��Jacksonville�WJXT�4�CBS�7:30P��Charleston�WOWK�13�CBS�8:00P��Fresno�KFSN�30�ABC�7:30P��Little Rock�KTHV�11�CBS�6:30P��Tulsa�WJRH�2�NBC�6:30P��Flint�WJRT�12�ABC�7:00P��Mobile�WKRG�5�CBS�7:00P��Wichita�KSNW�3�NBC�6:30P��Knoxville�WBIR�10�NBC�7:30P��Toledo�WTOL�11�CBS�7:00P��Austin�KXAN�36�NBC�7:00P��Roanoke�WSET�13�ABC�8:00P��Syracuse�WSTM�3�NBC�7:30P��Lexington�WTVQ�36�ABC�7:30P��Honolulu�KITV�4�ABC�6:30P��Rochester, NY�WOKR�13�ABC�7:30P��Las Vegas�KVBC�3�NBC�7:30P��Des Moines�WOI�5�ABC�6:30P��Omaha�KMTV�3�CBS�6:30P��Spokane�KHQ�6�NBC�8:00P��
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