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Windows 95-Based PCs Scheduled to Be Available Aug. 24�Leading Manufacturers Will Preinstall Windows 95 to Meet Customer Demand


	REDMOND, Wash. — Aug. 15, 1995 — Microsoft Corp. today announced that more than 280 major PC manufacturers around the world have committed to preinstall the Microsoft® Windows® 95 operating system for availability on or soon after Aug. 24, the day Windows 95 is scheduled to be officially introduced.  They include Acer Inc., AT&T Global Information Systems, Compaq Computer Corp., Dell Computer Corp., Digital Equipment Corp., Gateway 2000 Inc., Hewlett-Packard Co., Micron Electronics Inc., NEC Corp., Packard Bell Electronics Inc., Toshiba America Information Systems Inc. and Zenith Data Systems.  These home, office and mobile computer companies represent more than 80 percent of the PC market worldwide.


	“We are thrilled about the incredible industry support for Windows 95,” said Brad Silverberg, senior vice president of the personal systems division at Microsoft.  “Customers will have a great selection of Windows 95-based PCs on Aug. 24.”


	“Windows 95 is a great example of how Microsoft has been working closely with PC manufacturers, not only to advance the technology, but also to help ensure stellar benefits and support to the end user and corporate accounts,” said Joachim Kempin, senior vice president of OEM sales at Microsoft.


	Microsoft has been working with manufacturers to help train their internal technical support, sales and marketing staffs to prepare for the launch and rollout of Windows 95.  Leading OEMs have been planning for the past several months, conducting final testing, and readying their systems to meet customer demand on Aug. 24.


	“Compaq has played a leadership role with Microsoft in developing and delivering PCs designed for Windows 95,” said Lorie Strong, vice president of marketing services at Compaq.  “We are moving rapidly to install Windows 95 across our full line of PCs.  In addition, Compaq has a strong corporate commitment to Windows 95 in its products and marketing programs, and in the extensive internal transition to Windows 95 currently under way at Compaq.  We are resolute in our commitment to make personal computers beneficial, enjoyable and useful for our customers when Windows 95 is launched.”


	“Packard Bell has worked closely with Microsoft to prepare for Windows 95,” said Mal Ransom, vice president of marketing at Packard Bell.  “All of our systems have been designed and manufactured for Windows 95.  We will deliver the latest technology PCs with Windows 95 into the home to meet the demands of consumers.  Our products will be available at launch and our service technicians are ready to support our customers.”


	“Windows 95 represents a significant advancement in mobile-computing solutions, and Toshiba is proud to work with Microsoft to provide a powerful 32-bit operating system to portable-PC users,” said Tom Scott, vice president and general manager of the computer systems division at Toshiba.  “The advanced features of Windows 95, including Plug and Play functionality, dial-up networking, file synchronization via the Briefcase and greatly increased system resources, are ideal for portable-PC users.  As the leader in portable computing solutions, Toshiba is pleased to offer mobile-computer users a new level of productivity, both in the office and on the road, through our development efforts with Microsoft.”


	Microsoft is scheduled to celebrate the retail availability of Windows 95 with a limited-attendance PC industry event at the company’s Redmond, Wash., campus Aug. 24.  Microsoft regional offices will tie into the event via satellite, and PC users will be able to participate online by means of Microsoft’s World Wide Web page, http://www.windows.microsoft.com.  The events coincide with the availability that day of Windows 95 on retail-store shelves.  Many key computer manufacturers, along with other hardware and software companies, are scheduled to participate and demonstrate hardware and software that takes advantage of innovations in Windows 95.  Guests will have the opportunity to visit product pavilions on the campus, featuring exhibits of more than 150 products designed specifically for Windows 95.


	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.
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Microsoft and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.
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