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Microsoft to Kick Off North American Leg�Of Windows 95 World Tour May 8�Cosponsored by NEC Technologies and Compaq;�Prizes Include Computers With Copies of Windows 95


	REDMOND, Wash. — May 4, 1995 — Microsoft Corp. will kick off the North American leg of its Windows® 95 World Tour preview in Minneapolis, Minn., on May 8.  The 23-city tour will run for 10 weeks and will give home and small-business computer users a �jampacked introduction to one of the most eagerly anticipated operating system software for personal computers in history.  Seats are free but limited to first-come, first-served.  Call (800) 685-0951 for more information.


	The Windows 95 World Tour will travel throughout North America from May 8 to July 24 to the following areas:


Minneapolis, Minn., May 8  


Louisville, Ky., May 10


New York City, May 15


Boston, May 16  


Washington D.C., May 18


Dallas, May 22  


Houston, May 23  


Columbus, Ohio, May 31  


Detroit, June 1  


Seattle, June 4  


Toronto, June 5  


Sacramento, Calif., June 13  


San Diego, June 15  


Orange County, Calif., June 19  


Chicago, June 22  


Vancouver B.C., June 26  


Pasadena, Calif., June 29  


Oklahoma City, Okla., July 10  


St. Louis, July 11  


Atlanta, July 12  


Philadelphia, July 17  


San Francisco, July 19 


San Antonio, July 24  


	“Because of the high degree of interest in Windows 95, we are making an extra effort to reach consumers early and outline for them how Windows 95 makes personal computing easier, faster and more fun,” said Brad Chase, general manager in the personal operating systems division at Microsoft.


	Like just about everything else about WindowshThe World Tour is unprecedented.  It will play live to an estimated 50,000 consumers in 23 cities.  The two-hour performance will show off the completely redesigned, easy-to-use software — including a new user interface and the enhancements that make it easier to install and use.  Also featured will be brand-new application software, such as several incredible new computer games, an easy way to get connected to the Internet, and the next generation of audio entertainment, referred to as “enhanced” CDs.


	Computer manufacturers Compaq and NEC will each sponsor half of the events, with drawings for prizes at each event to include either a state-of-the-art laptop or multimedia computer from each manufacturer and a prerelease version of Windows 95 from Microsoft.


	The Windows 95 operating system has been subjected to the world’s most extensive quality testingassurance program, including evaluation testingthat is still taking place by approximately 450,000 consumers and corporate users.  The software has been tested with thousands of different computer hardware configurations as well as software products.  Microsoft expects the Windows 95 operating system will be available in August.


	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader is software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.


#########


Microsoft and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.
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