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Music Industry Applauds Microsoft’s Support�For Enhanced Music CD Format �Microsoft Continues Leadership Role with Conferences, Tools, New Facility;�Microsoft Windows 95 Offers Best Support for Enhanced Music CD


	REDMOND, Wash. — June 8, 1995 — Music industry artists and executives today praised Microsoft Corp. for its leadership in facilitating rapid completion of the new enhanced music compact disc format (also referred to as CD Plus) for music CDs, which now enables customers to view music videos, photos, lyrics and liner notes when played on PCs that are compatible with the Microsoft® Windows® 95 operating system.  


	Microsoft has worked closely with the specification’s developers — Philips Electronics Corp. and Sony Corp. — for the past 12 months and is continuing its strong support of the enhanced music CD format with new conferences, tools and a new interactive music and multimedia facility scheduled to open later this year.  Microsoft’s forthcoming Windows 95 will be the first operating system with full, integrated support for the enhanced music CD format.


	“For more than a year, Microsoft has been working closely with Philips and Sony to help ensure that these new initiatives could be exploited by both the technological and creative communities,” said Rick Segal, manager of multimedia evangelism, strategic relations at Microsoft.  “Microsoft is pleased that its tools and technologies are being well-received by the music industry.”


	“Microsoft has helped us to develop the specification, to test it, and to distribute it to the music industry,” said Harry Lakerveld, director of Philips Electronics.  “We appreciate its leadership role in helping us to bring together the music and computer industries to make the enhanced music CD format a reality.”


	“It’s rare to finalize a specification of such breadth and significance so quickly,” said Katsuaki Tsurushima, director of Sony.  “Microsoft’s support, in the form of software expertise and enthusiasm, has been a clear contributor.”


Expanded Support Includes New Conference, Facility and Tools


	Microsoft’s continuing support of the enhanced music CD format includes an Interactive Media Conference that the company is hosting in Long Beach, Calif., July 18–20.  Participants will learn how to develop for the enhanced music CD format and other new interactive technologies such as The Microsoft Network.  Microsoft’s planned interactive music and multimedia facility will assist recording companies that develop compact discs based on the  enhanced music CD format.  The company also is developing software tools for faster and more cost-effective development of enhanced music CD discs.


	Microsoft has held continuing consultations with Philips and Sony, promoted the enhanced music CD format to the music industry and solicited its feedback, and conducted in-depth discussions of the enhanced music CD format with CD-ROM vendors, OEMs and independent software developers.  The company distributed enhanced music CD test discs to hardware manufacturers and provided testing support to help validate that enhanced music CD discs will work with computers and stereos already in the marketplace.  Microsoft conducted the first music industry training session for the enhanced music CD format in November 1994.


Features of Windows 95 Support Enhanced Music CD Format


	Microsoft contributed its Windows 95 CD AutoPlay feature to the enhanced music CD format, and the associated AutoRun file (.INF) will be included on every enhanced music CD disc.  AutoPlay’s AutoRun file contains the information an enhanced music CD disc needs to be played automatically when the user inserts it into a CD-ROM drive.  Third-party operating system and application software companies that want to add extensions to the AutoRun file — to support new platforms or new features — can do so by registering those extensions with the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).


	The enhanced music CD format makes optimal use of a range of advances in Windows 95, including features providing unprecedented ease of use for customers.  In addition to AutoPlay, the 32-bit multimedia subsystem and new CD file system in Windows 95 will enable smoother, faster playback of titles.  Also, the Plug and Play support in Windows 95 will help make it simple for customers to install and use Plug and Play-compatible CD-ROM drives and related hardware.  Windows 95 will also allow the link of enhanced music CD discs to The Microsoft Network to give users the best of both worlds (for example, the ability to get tour dates of the bands online from within the enhanced music CD title).


Music Industry Praises Enhanced Music CD Format, Microsoft Role


	“The enhanced CDs we can create with the enhanced music CD format represent a major new opportunity for the music industry, one that’s likely to be at least as significant as the introduction of audio CDs in the 1980s,” said Nick Turner at Firstars, which manages Sting, Squeeze, Belinda Carlisle, Alannah Myles, Sky Cries Mary and others.  “Microsoft has been incredibly effective in promoting this new technology to the music industry.”


	“The enhanced music CD format enables writers and performers to express themselves in the most comprehensive way imaginable,” said Grammy award-winning recording artist Randy Newman.  “I never would have imagined what this technology enables one to do.  Microsoft has done a tremendous service for those of us who create.”


	“Microsoft has worked with the music industry to surpass the technical hurdles of this new format in order to offer the best solution for music buyers,” said Todd Fearn, CEO of REV Entertainment.  “Microsoft’s support and cooperation has made a big difference in enabling the music industry to adopt the enhanced music CD format so quickly and enthusiastically.”  REV Entertainment is developing enhanced music CD titles for Warner Music Group, which includes Warner Brothers, Atlantic and Elektra.


	“The enhanced music CD format is a natural merging of two different technologies,” said Lars Murray, manager of special projects at Rykodisc.  “We are excited about the enhanced music CD format and view this as the next logical step to delivering music to a growing audience.”


	The new enhanced music CD format is based on multisession technology, which solves the “track one” problem that has prevented easy use of CD-ROMs in audio-CD players.  Until now, �CD-ROM titles have used the first track of a compact disc for data that produced static — and potential speaker damage — when played on audio-CD players.


	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.
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