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Microsoft Ships Final Version of Resource Kit�For Organizations Migrating to Windows 95Windows 95 Beta


�Preview Program Participants Anticipate Rapid Adoption of Windows 95;�Resource Kit Is Component of Windows 95 Migration Planning Kit�On Track for August 1995 Shipment








	REDMOND, Wash. — June 21,March 165 1995  — Microsoft Corp. today released the final version of its Microsoft® Windows® 95 Resource Kit, which gives IS professionals comprehensive information about implementing, supporting and understanding Windows 95, the next major upgrade to the Windows operating system.


	Microsoft also reported that 70 percent of Windows 95 Preview Program participants in the United States plan to deploy the final version of Windows 95 within three months of its scheduled release in August.  Microsoft, through the Windows 95 Preview Program, has distributed the final beta version of Windows 95 to more than 320,000 sites around the world since April.


	The Windows 95 Resource Kit released today is a key component of the Windows 95 Migration Planning Kit, which was shipped to all Windows 95 Preview Program participants.  Along with the Windows 95 Resource Kit, the Migration Planning Kit also includes a broad range of business tools, technical tools and product information to help organizations justify and plan for their migration to Windows 95.


	“We have made a commitment to move the entire company to Windows 95, and the Windows Resource Kit, Deployment Planning Guide and Microsoft Project Deployment Plan have been essential for our migration-planning efforts,” said Bruce Bemisderfer, manager of strategic planning at Saturn Corp.


	“We expect the built-in system management tools of Windows 95 to pay big dividends in terms of reducing support costs in our computing environment,” said Roger Kash, manager of manufacturing floor systems at Saturn Corp.  “By using Microsoft System Management Server to deploy Windows 95 we expect to reduce the cost of deployment by one-half.”


	“The Resource Kit contains the most extensive information ever provided to help computer professionals migrate to a new version of Windows,” said Brad Silverberg, senior vice president of the personal systems division at Microsoft.  “IS professionals have responded with great enthusiasm to the beta version of this kit, and we’re delighted to make the final version available ahead of the release of Windows 95.”


Preview Program Participants Plan Early Deployment


	In a national survey of Preview Program participants conducted for Microsoft by Telecommunications Research Group of Culver City, Calif., a majority of IS professionals said they would start deploying Windows 95 within one month of its scheduled release in August.  These professionals said that 70 percent of the desktop PCs in their organizations would be running Windows 95 within six months of its release.  The survey was conducted in May with more than 500 randomly selected Preview Program sites.  


	IS managers in the survey predicted their organizations would adopt Windows 95 because of the benefits it provides to computer professionals and end users.  More than two-thirds agreed that Windows 95 would increase MIS control over the desktop and reduce the IS support burden.  Seventy-five percent said that it would increase the productivity of their end users.


	Seventy percent of Preview Program participants expect an easy and smooth migration from Windows® version 3.11, due to the compatibility of Windows 95 with their existing hardware and software, the easy user interface and ease of training on it, and the early availability of migration planning tools.


Resource Kit Part of Broad Range of Migration Tools


	The Windows 95 Resource Kit provides more than 1,400 pages of technical information that can save organizations hours of time in determining how to implement Windows 95.  It includes a guided tour, a planning guide, technical information on installing, configuring and networking, plus helpful software utilities.  It is available at bookstores and software stores as well as through Microsoft Press for $49.95.  Call (800) MSPRESS [(800) 677-7377] or contact CompuServe® (GO MSP).


	Other migration tools and support available to IS professionals planning their organizations’ moves to Windows 95 include the following:


Windows 95 Migration Planning Kit.  This collection of tools contains the Resource Kit help file, demonstration kit, deployment guide, Microsoft project deployment plan template and business analysis tool.  The business analysis tool is a model that enables organizations to calculate the benefits and costs of moving to Windows 95.  The tools are available online at Microsoft’s Web page (http://www.microsoft.com), on The Microsoft Network (open the Computers and Software icon and choose Software/Microsoft/Windows 95), on CompuServe (type GO WINNEWS) and on GEenie™, Prodigy™, America Online® and CRS Online.


Microsoft TrainCast.  Microsoft TrainCast is a series of four-hour programs on MSTV that demonstrates how to plan, support and implement the migration to Windows 95.  For information on ordering tapes and local broadcast availability, call MSTV at (800) 597-3200.


Support Engineer Training Courses.  Microsoft Authorized Technical Education Centers (ATECs) offer Supporting Windows 95, a course that covers installation techniques, configuration, networking, system management and troubleshooting.  It is available in two-day and five-day options.  Call (800) SOL-PROV [(800) 765-7768] for information.


shipped on schedule its final testevaluation copybeta  for the Microsoft® Windows® 95 operating system to 50,000 beta testers worldwide, confirming that Windows 95 is on track for delivery in August 1995.  . .This latest release, Final rRelease of the testknown asevaluation pre-release code, beta three, Build 8, marks the final testing release ofrepresents a major milestone in Microsoft’s commitmentschedule to deliver Windows 95.  Microsoft also confirmed that it is on schedule to begin shipping the Windows 95 Preview Program release to 400,000 corporate evaluators at the end of the month. by August 1995, when the new operating system is scheduled to be available in quantity on retail shelves and pre-installed bundled on new PCs.  





	Shipment of the M8 beta is part of Microsoft’s quality assurance program for its highly anticipated Windows 95 operating system.  A stable M8, cleared by Microsoft beta testers, will become the final Windows 95 code delivered to end-users in Microsoft’s Preview program, scheduled to begin in two weeks.  The Preview program will let users and Windows sites receive copies of Windows 95 prior to retail availability, in order to facilitate their migration to the new operating system.


	““BetaShipping beta threeM8 now is a solid release and an important step in meeting our time line for shipping Windows 95 in August,”. said Brad Silverberg, senior vice president of the personal systems division at Microsoft.   “TheA small sampling of beta testers who received the updatedupated product last week reported that it was solid.  We continue to fine-tune the product So, we began shipping it today and look for continued feedback from all 50,000 beta testers The initial feedback from M8 testers has been extremely positive, affirming that we are on track.,” said Brad Silverberg, senior vice president of the personal systems division at Microsoft.  ““Our goaltop priority continues to be  is to delivering a high-high quality product that will unlock the potential of personal computing for everyone. meets the high expectations of our customers.   Feedback from beta testers is critical to us as we focus on this goal.” to our customers in August, a goal we are confident we will achieve.”


	The Windows 95 beta test program, the most extensive ever conducted by Microsoft, has involved numerous software developers, corporate customers, VARs, system integrators and consultants in a rigorous 18-month test cycle.  According to Silverberg, this unprecedented level of quality testing iswas critical to help enassure that Windows 95 was isas compatible with existing hardware and software, stablebug-free and as easy- to- use as possible.  


�
Beta Reviews Positive


	Selected early recipients of beta three, who received the build last week, report that the code is stable and broadly compatible with legacy hardware and applications they have tested.	


	Selected early recipients of M8, who received the build last week, report that the code is stable and broadly compatible with legacy hardware and applications they have tested.	


	““This is the most solid build of Windows 95 Microsoft has released,” said beta tester Hank Coleman, chief financial officer for Southern Hospitality Systems.  ““The product is living up to its promise of offering a new version of Windows that is powerful, easy to use and is fully compatible with legacy hardware and software.”


	““The beta three M8 release exceeded our expectations in quality and performance,” said J. Paul Grayson, chairman and CEO of Micrografx Inc.  “"Micrografx is fully committed to offering Windows 95-based  versions of our leading graphics applications, such as ABC FlowCharter, Micrografx Designer™ , and Picture Publisher®.  Our customers will enjoy increased performance and productivity with Micrographx’'s new 32-bit applications for Windows 95, which will include OLE 2.0, multi-threading and the Windows 95-based interface.”"


	John Rose, senior vice president and general manager of the Desktop PC Division at Compaq Computer Corp., said, ““Compaq is excited about the final beta release of WindowsWindows 95 final beta, and pleased that it’s shipping,” said. John Rose, senior vice president and general manager of the desktop PC division at Compaq Computer Corp.  “Through the joint testing efforts between of Compaq and Microsoft, we’ve see increased high-quality with each new release, which is in line with build — the intensive and responsive beta testing program is a testament to Microsoft’s commitment to provide a high- quality Windows 95 product this August.”


	“This beta release of Windows 95 provides our cutstomers with a great tool to help them start their migrationmigation to Windows 95,” continued Rose..  “Compaq will also will use the final beta release to plan our internal corporate migration. ””  Rose went on to say,  “We will continue to jointly test Windows 95 on Compaq® PCs to ensure that our customers receive a high- quality solution.  Because all Compaq products now shippingshiping are Windows 95-ready, we look forward to delivering the final� Windows 95 release to our customers.”





	“We’ll continue to test the final beta on Compaq PCs to ensure that our customers get a quality solution, and we look forward to delivering Windows 95,”  added Rose.


Windows 95 Preview Program


	Beta three-tested M8 code  will become the foundation of the Windows® Preview Program, a pre-shipping copy of Windows 95 that will be distributed to more thanover 400,000 individuals and organizations to facilitate their migration to Windows 95.  A nominal charge of $32.00 for the Preview copy of Windows 95 covers the cost of materials and technical support.  The Preview Program release will is scheduled to begin shipping at the end of this month.  


	Individuals interested in participating in the Windows 95 Preview Pprogram should subscribe to the WINNEWS newsletter by sending an electronic mail message to ‘“Enews@Microsoft.nwnet.com” with the words SUBSCRIBE WINNEWS as the only text in the subject of the message. 


	The retail version of Windows 95 is scheduled to be available in quantity in August 1995. Brazilian Portuguese, Dutch,  French, German, Swedish, Italian, Dutch, Brazilian , Portuguese, and Pan-European and Swedish versions of Windows 95 areis scheduled towill be available 30 days after the English version of Windows 95 ships.  


	


�
	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.


##################





Microsoft and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp.oration in the United States and/or other countries.


CompuServe is a registered trademark of CompuServe Inc.


GEnie is a trademark of General Electric Corp.


Prodigy is a trademark of Prodigy Services Co.


America Online is a registered service mark of America Online Inc.


Micrografx Designer is a trademark and Picture Publisher is a registered trademark  is a trademark of Micrografx IncCorp.


Picture Publisher is a registered trademark of Astral Development Corp.  


Compaq is a registered trademark of Compaq Computer Corp.
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